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LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore John 15:12-17. Read 15:1-11 

to familiarize yourself with the context for this week’s passage. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 

and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 
use it when applicable. NOTE: This lesson has a different format. 

• Use your study Bible to make a list of important cross-references for this week’s passage. 
How did the cross-references answer questions or clarify concepts? How did this activity 

deepen your understanding of the lesson? 

LEAD 

• Plan for adequate discussion time with the Discipleship Moments. 

• Connect back to John 15:1-11 to emphasize the connection of abiding in Christ, obedience, 
and bearing fruit. 

• Create a safe space for discussion so your group can feel free to share their struggles. 

LOVE  
• Connect with another group leader or your spiritual mentor for a discipleship opportunity. If 

you have not already done so, share your insights from this week’s lesson discussions. 

• Ask God to help you abide more closely to Jesus so you can bear fruit that brings God glory.    

• Pray for your group to see themselves as part of the Christian family as a whole and not 
simply part of their group or our church.



 

 Page 2 of 5 

Family Foundations 
JOHN 15:12-17 
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MAIN POINT 
We experience satisfaction in life through intimate connection with Christ. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What gives you energy to accomplish the things you need to do on a daily basis? 

There are times when we look forward to a task or meeting or gathering. When that happens, we 
seem to have boundless energy and all the motivation we need. Then there are things we dread. 
We face them with zero motivation and therefore zero energy.  

This rollercoaster is to be expected when we rely on ourselves for mental and physical sustenance. 

It becomes even more dangerous when we go it alone spiritually. In John 15:1-17 Jesus teaches 
His disciples the relationship between their intimate connection with Him, their love for His family, 
and their ability to live a spiritually satisfying life that glorifies God.       

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

CHOSEN TO LOVE 

• Why did Jesus once again give the disciples the command to love one another after He 

introduced it in John 13:34-35? In what way is this love the foundation of Christ’s family? 

• How did Jesus define sacrificial love? How did He demonstrate it in His life? His death? How 
do you experience His sacrifice in your daily life? 

 

 

 

 

 

You might demonstrate sacrificial love is some areas of your life, but 
not in others. Make a list of the areas in which you tend to be 
selfish. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the source of your selfishness. 
Share it with your group or another trusted believer so you can work 
through it together.    

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

MOMENT 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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CHOSEN AS FRIENDS 

• How is friendship with Jesus connected to love, obedience, and knowledge? How do they 
reinforce each other? What happens to your spiritual life if one is weak or absent? 

• Think about how narrowly Jesus defined friendship. How does this relate to passages such as 

Matthew 7:13-14; 21-23? What does this teach us about the serious nature of Jesus’ 
friendship and the consequences for those who are His enemies?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHOSEN TO BEAR FRUIT 

• What do John 15:16 and Ephesians 1:4 teach us about God’s sovereignty in choosing the 

members of Christ’s family?  

• What is fruit in this context? Why are fruit-bearing disciples candidates for answered 

prayer? How will this knowledge change the focus or content of your prayers?  

 

 

 
 
 
APPLICATION 

• How can your group glorify God by demonstrating love for one another or for believers 

outside your group?  

• How can you work with another believer to share Jesus’ love with those who are far from 
God? 

PRAYER 
Pray for your group to take full advantage of their friendship with Jesus. May they demonstrate 
obedience to Him through love for one another that’s fueled by their knowledge of God. 

Warren Wiersbe likened being a friend of Jesus to being in the inner 
circle of a king. Members of that inner circle would be confidants of 
the king but would still be subject to the king’s commands. How do 
you characterize your friendship with Jesus? Does it resemble 
Wiersbe’s assertion or not? Should it or not? Discuss your insights 
with your group. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

MOMENT 

Examine your life through the lens of John 15:12-17. How do you 
bear fruit through your love for Jesus? Through your love for other 
believers? What hinders your fruit bearing? How can your group or a 
spiritual mentor help you? Discuss your needs with your group.  

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

MOMENT 
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COMMENTARY 
JOHN 15:12-17 

15:12-14 Not only do the friends of Jesus remain in his love; they must also obey his commands. 
These three verses represent a power-packed passage of the New Testament. 

John never forgot these words. They appear in various forms throughout his three epistles, 
particularly the first. John 15:13 is one of the most dramatic verses of the New Testament: 
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. But we sometimes 
forget verse 14 that links friendship with obedience to the command to love. Sometimes Christians 

get so busy figuring out how they should be loving God that they forget to love one another. In 
fact, a constant and genuine love for one another would be one way to show love for God. We 
do well at this point in the Gospel of John to remember Romans 5:8: “But God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

When we study the imperatives of the four Gospels, we see that Jesus left many commands for his 
disciples and for us. But this one seems to take precedence over all the others. The central 
command has nothing to do with doctrine, church size, or the order of worship. It could not be 

simpler to understand or more difficult to carry out: Love each other as I have loved you. Tenney 
comments, “Unity instead of rivalry, trust instead of suspicion, obedience instead of self-assertion 
must rule the disciples’ common labors. The measure of their love for one another is that of his love 
for them … which would be further demonstrated by his forthcoming sacrifice” (Tenney, EBC, p. 

153). 

15:15. The disciples were Jesus’ servants, but he wanted to elevate their status to friends. But we 
must not forget that servant (doulos) was a positive Old Testament concept. The word friend may 
have shocked the disciples, since in the Bible only Abraham is called God’s friend (Jas. 2:23). It is 

interesting, too, that Jesus linked this friendship with his teaching. These disciples had become 
Jesus’ friends because of what he had shared with them about the Father’s truth. 

We need to remember, particularly in this day of easy language about relationships with God, 

that the friendship of this passage is not reciprocal. Jesus may call the disciples his friends, but 
they still address him as Lord and Master. In fact, that is the pattern of the entire Bible. As Carson 
points out, “Neither God nor Jesus is ever referred to in Scripture as the ‘friend’ of anyone. Of 
course, this does not mean that either God or Jesus is an ‘unfriend’: if one measures friendship 

strictly on the basis of who loves most, guilty sinners can find no better and truer friend than in the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Son whom He has sent. But mutual, reciprocal 
friendship of the modern variety is not in view, and cannot be without demeaning God” (Carson, 
p. 522). 

15:16–17. Verse 16 reminds us again that we do not find God; he finds us. The linking of 
answered prayer with spiritual fruit in one’s life comes at us in Scripture over and over again. The 
connection with the Galatians passage is important since the first and foremost fruit of the Spirit is 
love. Lest the disciples misconstrue the nature of the central command, verse 17 repeats it one 

more time. 

In the context of love, this mission for the Master goes on and goes out. These abiding, fruit-
bearing, loving branches—Christian believers who obey the Father and the Son—are candidates 

for answered prayer as these men learned in the following years. Here, the reference to fruit can 
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possibly be stretched to the concept of new converts, although we dare not dismiss the idea of 
living out the spiritual fruit of Galatians 5 in a lasting way. 

Some New Testament scholars believe that verse 17 launches the next section of the chapter 
rather than closing this one. Loving each other is central to bearing fruit of any kind and will be a 
significant defense against the onslaught of an evil world. 


